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VMW Elect Charter Officers 

 
LtoR Mark Stilson-Pres; Shane Spinner-VP; Lee 

Spinner Jr-Sec; Yvonne Smith-Treas. front LtoR: 

members Bill Reynolds & Lee Spinner Sr 

On Saturday March 15
th

 Veterans of Modern 

Warfare Chapter 9 elected their first officers.  

 
Mark Stilson VMW President accepts our 

donation check presented by VVA/VMW 

chapter member Lee Spinner at VMW last 

meeting!  

 
Chapter Charter member Lee Spinner presented 

our donation check for $500 to Lockheed Martin 

pilot LT Matt Posniewski at a recent Benefit held 

in his honor at VFW Post 1371. Chapter member 

Dean Morgan also attended the event.  

VA INFORMATION                                            
If you have a VA Disability rating of 10% or 

more you are eligible to receive Hearing Aids 

and Eye Glasses at the VA Hospital. However, in 

certain circumstances you may still be eligible 

without a disability rating.  

The Tioga County Veterans Service Agency 

number is: Director-Jack Howey: 607-687-8227  

                                            

At our April meeting we will be accepting 

nominations for all Chapter officers! So start 

thinking about who you want to nominate!  We 

need some of you other members to step up and 

take an office. The same people keep doing 

almost everything, that’s what causes people to 

get “Burnt Out”! That’s also what makes 

chapter’s cease to exist! Our 13
th

 Annual All 

Night Catfish Derby will be on June 7-8 of
 
this 

year. So mark it on your calendar so that you 

can volunteer to help! This years Derby may well 

be our largest ever, due to the massive 

http://www.vva480.org/


disqualifications last year. I sent out a letter 

explaining about the disqualifications to all 1800 

plus people on our mailing list. Hopefully, it will 

help to bring back contestants that had 

previously stopped attending due to “Cheaters”! 

Their will also be many amendments and 

changes to cancel any and all loopholes in our 

rules.  We will finish going over our rules at our 

next couple of meetings. Time is getting short! 

On 

August 23
rd

 1 pm we will be having our Annual 

Clam Bake at Pavilion II at Hickories Park. 

Please bring a dish to pass!  

W

hile I have your attention, please start looking 

for and signing up new members! Remember, we 

are all Vietnam Era Veterans, Some of us served 

in Nam and some of us didn’t! We All Served 

Honorably!  So don’t let the Veterans that weren’t 

in Nam get away! They need our Camaraderie 

too! 
                                                                                          
Our next meeting will be on April 1 at 7pm at 

the Owego VFW Post 1371, Upstairs Hall! Some 

of you older members out there might try 

attending our meetings again! There are many 

new faces and we average from 7 to 12 members 

every meeting. At our last meeting we had 14 

members present plus 2 Associate members and 

one guest. We are doing really great things and I 

hope to see you at our next meeting!  
                                                     

(Washington, D.C.) – Vietnam Veterans of 

America will hold its Biennial National 

Leadership Conference, July 16-19, at the Hyatt 

Regency in Greenville, SC. Nearly Four hundred 

Vietnam veteran leaders will come together to 

take part in seminars, meetings, a golf 

tournament, and other activities, including an 

Awards Banquet in honor of VVA’s 30
th

 

anniversary. Opening Ceremonies will be held 

Wednesday, July 16.  

 

In keeping with its founding principle, “Never 

again will one generation of veterans abandon 

another,” VVA will hold the conference in 

conjunction with the founding National 

Convention of the Veterans of Modern Warfare. 

VVA’s supporting organization, the Associates of 

Vietnam Veterans of America, will hold its 

biennial convention and national elections 

concurrently with the Leadership Conference. 

 

“We are really looking forward to this 

Leadership Conference,” said VVA president 

John Rowan. “In addition to bringing together 

our leaders from across the country to get caught 

up on all of the issues we are concerned with as 

an organization, we will be celebrating our 30
th

 

anniversary. And we’ll be helping the latest 

generation of American veterans. It’s going to be 

a unique and valuable four days in Greenville.” 

At the heart of the conference are the seminars. 

Subjects range from the elements of leadership--

parliamentary procedures, the duties of the 

officers and board of directors, the management 

of chapters and state councils, and media 

outreach--to updates on veterans healthcare, 

successful membership recruitment and 

retention tools, and effective grassroots 

advocacy. 

We would like to welcome back 

previous Chapter Charter member 

Lee Spinner to our Chapter who has 

been living in Virginia! His two 

sons Shane and Lee Jr are both 

Chapter Charter Officers of VMW 

Chapter 9.                            

Chapter Officers                     
www.vva480.org                                                                     
President-Jack Hartzel               607-821-2912 
Vice President-Ron Traue          607-642-5260 
Treasurer-Ken Wolf                    570-888-2376 
Secretary-Rick Deubler               607-687-7531 
VFW Post 1371                             607-687-1371 
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