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th

 ANNUAL VVA CHAPTER 480 ALL 

NIGHT CATFISH DERBY WINNERS 
Children’s Division Winners 

 
1st Dustin Zimmer, 2nd Cassandra Coombs, 3rd Mike Freesburg 

 
   Pres. Jack Hartzel-Winner Courtney Coombs- VP Ron Traue 

On July 20
th

 after a long drawn out process of 

writing and sending 20 registered letters and a 

Polygraph Test. The end result was, 7 

individuals being permanently disqualified 

from our CFD. Our Grand Prize was awarded 

to 14 yr old Courtney Coombs of Newark 

Valley NY. We gave a Polygraph Test to one 

individual who failed and appointments were 

made for two others who failed to show up, but 

we still had to pay. I figure we spent around 

$2000 to weed out all of the Cheaters this year 

which should make for a very improved Derby 

next year! We will have many changes next 

year to tighten up our rules. I have heard 

nothing but good comments about what we did 

this year! Most said, “It’s about Time”! 

 

 
For the first time on June 16

th
 VVA Chapter 

480 marched in the Warren Center, PA “Field 

Days Parade”! We received a really great 

reception and were asked to attend again next 

year. We currently have 5 members that reside 

in Warren Center! 

 

http://www.vva480.org/


VA INFORMATION 

If you have a VA Disability rating of 10% or 

more you are eligible to receive Hearing Aids 

and Eye Glasses at the VA Hospital. However, 

in certain circumstances you may still be 

eligible without a disability rating. 

Aid and Attendance Benefit! 
The Veterans' Administration offers a Special 

Pension with Aid and Attendance (A&A) benefit 

that is largely unknown. This Special Pension 

allows for Veterans and surviving spouses who 

require the regular attendance of another person to 

assist in eating, bathing, dressing, undressing or 

taking care of the needs of nature to receive 

additional monetary benefits.  It also includes 

individuals who are blind or a patient in a nursing 

home because of mental or physical incapacity.  

Assisted care in an assisted living facility also 

qualifies. Many families overlook this most 

important benefit for Veterans or surviving spouses 

who need additional monies to help care for ailing 

parents or loved ones.  This is a "pension benefit" 

and is not dependent upon service-related injuries 

for compensation. Most Veterans who are in need 

of assistance qualify for this pension.  Aid and 

Attendance can help pay for care in the home, 

nursing home or assisted living facility. A Veteran 

is eligible for up to $1,470 per month, while a 

surviving spouse is eligible for up to $945 per 

month.  A couple is eligible for up to $1,743 per 

month*. For more info go to: 

http://www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/docs/aid-and-

attendance.doc 

 

Judge Orders Man to clean the Veterans 

Memorial in front of Governmental Center 

with a Tooth Brush! 
SAGINAW, Mich.  — A 73-year-old man has been 

ordered to clean a veteran’s memorial with a 

toothbrush for taking part in a scam to solicit scrap 

yards for metal, saying it was to be used to build a 

memorial for soldiers in the Iraq war. Philip 

Kolinski and another man were arrested after 

scrap yards reported the men soliciting metal 

donations for a sculpture. Detectives said the men 

sold the metal and kept the money. "You certainly 

should be ashamed," Saginaw County District 

Court Judge A.T. Frank said as he sentenced 

Kolinski to clean the veteran’s memorial in front of 

Governmental Center on Aug. 7. "You will have a 

toothbrush and bucket with a placard saying you 

stole from veterans," Frank said. Kolinski pleaded 

guilty to a misdemeanor charge of obtaining more 

than $200 under false pretenses, although he 

claimed he didn't know he was committing a crime. 

He said he agreed to haul the metal for another 

man, who is awaiting trial in the case. "I just 

hauled it and took it to the dump yard," Kolinski 

said. "I feel sorry for what I did." The judge also 

ordered Kolinski to pay $9,000 in restitution and 

$2,095 in fees and fines. 

COMING EVENTS & FUNCTIONS 
Mark this on your Calendar!!!  

 

We have been asked to March in the Rome, PA 

Parade on August 4
th

 forming up 5:30 at the 

Methodist Church and stepping off at 6:30pm.  

I know a lot of the people in Rome and we have 

6 members that live in the area. So please show 

up! 

 

Our Annual Chapter Clam Bake will be held 

on Sunday August 12
th

 at 1pm at Pavilion 2 at 

Hickories Park! Bring a dish to pass!! Please 

call me at 607-821-2912 if you intend to come! 

 

Our “Second Annual Chapter Benefit Concert” 

at Turkey Trot Acres will feature Commander 

Cody on August 18
th

.  For tickets call 607- 659-

7849 

 

We will be marching in the Nichols Parade 

again this year on September 3
rd

 stepping off at 

10:01 am. As for where we’ll be lining up at, 

there will be spotters there to tell us. 

 

Our next meeting will be on August 7
th

 at 7pm 

at the Owego VFW Post 1371, Upstairs Hall! 

Some of you gentlemen out there might try 

attending our meetings again! There are many 

new faces and we average from 7 to 12 

members every meeting. We now have 85 

members and we are growing fast! I hope to see 

you at our next meeting!  

Thought for the Day 
Always Forgive Your Enemies,  

But Never Forget Their Names!     JFK 
 

Chapter Officers                     www.vva480.org                                                                    

President -Jack Hartzel               607-821-2912  

Vice President-Ronald Traue     607-642-5260 

Treasurer-Ken Wolf                    570-888-2376 

Secretary-Rick Deubler               607-687-7531 

VFW Post 1371                             607-687-1371  

http://www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/docs/aid-and-attendance.doc
http://www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/docs/aid-and-attendance.doc
http://www.vva480.org/

