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On Thursday January 17

th
 VVA Chapter 480 

member Tom Gibbore presented a chapter 

donation check to Blanche Delaney of Tioga County 

Soil and Water for the Tioga County Envirothon. 

The Envirothon was started in 1991. Each year the 

program grows. The Envirothon is intended to get 

students involved with the environment through 

education.  

 
On February 7

th
 our chapter presented a donation 

check to ACT Board President Jeff Patricia and 

Dinner Director Ruth Harder. Presenting the check 

is Chapter Vice President Ron Traue with Chapter 

Secretary Rick Deubler looking on. ACT is Allied 

Christians of Tioga a group of 8 churches in Tioga 

County NY that feed people in need every 

Thursday night. These churches alternate 

providing food for the dinners. It is an excellent 

program of great benefit to the County.           

VA INFORMATION                                            
If you have a VA Disability rating of 10% or more 

you are eligible to receive Hearing Aids and Eye 

Glasses at the VA Hospital. However, in certain 

circumstances you may still be eligible without a 

disability rating.  

The Tioga County Veterans Service Agency 

number is: Director-Jack Howey: 607-687-8227  

                                            

VMW CHAPTER 9 IS CHARTERED!          

On Saturday February 16
th

 Chapter Secretary 

Rick Deubler and Chapter VP Ron Traue and I 

attended a meeting for Chapter 9 of Veterans 

of Modern Warfare of Owego. They are 

chartered now! They are the third chapter in 

the state of NY. That makes NY the first state 

in the nation to have a state council, which is a 

real honor! At their third meeting they 

accepted nominations for their chapter 

officer’s. Their meets will be held on the Third 

Saturday of the Month at 12 Noon at VFW 

Post 1371 in Owego. They will be receiving 

almost $1000 in donations when they are 

incorporated. Past VVA 480 Chapter President 

Chet Harding donated $250 from his 

“Operation Homecoming” organization and 

VFW Post 1371 will be donating $500. Our 

Chapter will donate $200. If you would like 

more info about joining the VMW go to: 

http://www.vva480.org/


www.modernveterans.com .  These young 

Warriors need their own organization! We 

were there to make sure that it happened! 

COMING EVENTS                                           

At our April meeting we will be excepting 

nominations for all Chapter officers! So start 

thinking about who you want to nominate!  We 

need some of you other members to step up and 

take an office. The same people keep doing 

almost everything, that’s what causes people to 

get “Burnt Out”! That’s also what makes 

chapter’s cease to exist! 

  

Our 13
th

 Annual All Night Catfish Derby will 

be on June 7-8 of
 
this year. So mark it on your 

calendar so that you can volunteer to help! This 

years Derby may well be our largest ever, due 

to the massive disqualifications last year. I sent 

out a letter explaining about the 

disqualifications to all 1800 plus people on our 

mailing list. Hopefully, it will help to bring 

back contestants that had previously stopped 

attending due to “Cheaters”! Their will also be 

many amendments and changes to cancel any 

and all loopholes in our rules.  We will finish 

going over our rules at our next couple of 

meetings. Time is getting short! 



On August 23
rd

 1 pm we will be having our 

Annual Clam Bake at Pavilion II at Hickories 

Park.  



While I have your attention, please start 

looking for and signing up new members! 

Remember, we are all Vietnam Era Veterans, 

Some of us served in Nam and some of us didn’t! 

We All Served Honorably!  So don’t let the 

Veterans that weren’t in Nam get away! They 

need our Camaraderie too! 

                                                                                          

Our next meeting will be on March 4
th

 at 7pm 

at the Owego VFW Post 1371, Upstairs Hall! 

Some of you older members out there might try 

attending our meetings again! There are many 

new faces and we average from 7 to 12 

members every meeting. We have 85 members 

now and we are growing fast! I hope to see you 

at our next meeting!  

                                                     

I got this article from Lou Damiano a Marine I 

served with in Nam. It's from the VVA 

newsletter.  

PARASITE WARNING  

I am writing to inform all Vietnam veterans 

about a potential health risk that they may 

have been exposed to while serving in Vietnam: 

the little-known danger from parasites.  

My husband, who was otherwise healthy, 

passed away on January 20, 2006, from 

cholangiocarcinoma cancer of the bile duct of 

the liver. It is very rare in the United States, 

but very prevalent in Vietnam and surrounding 

countries. There are two known causes of this 

type of cancer: from contracting hepatitis C 

and from ingesting a parasite from the water 

supply in Vietnam. My husband did not have 

hepatitis C; therefore, it was determined that 

his cancer derived from a parasite. I have 

received official notification from the VA that 

his death was service related, which is not 

something the VA determines without an 

overwhelming amount of evidence. This cancer 

does not manifest itself until later in life, when 

you are between 60 and 70 years old. Once the 

symptoms occur, which usually include 

jaundice, it is very difficult to treat or beat. My 

husband was 58 years old when he passed 

away. If he had been informed that there was a 

possibility that he could have ingested a 

parasite while serving in Vietnam, he would 

have taken precautions to have his bile ducts 

examined, possibly extending his life. The 

parasite is long gone, but it left behind 

damaged cells, which developed into cancerous 

tumors in the bile ducts. If you spent time in 

Southeast Asia and are having gastrointestinal 

issues for no apparent reason, please have your 

physician check for damage within the bile 

ducts. It may save your life.  

Mrs. Edward S. (Pete) Harrison  

Horseheads, New York 

We would like to welcome back previous 
member Lee Spinner to our Chapter who 

has been living in Virginia!                             
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President-Jack Hartzel               607-821-2912 
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Treasurer-Ken Wolf                    570-888-2376 
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