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On December 4™ we had a short meeting and then
we wrapped presents for our 17 members that
reside at Oxford. After we were done wrapping
gifts we all sat down to eat our Christmas party
feast. Then Susan Hartzel and “Gabby” Deubler
drew tickets for our door prizes. I think just about
everyone won something. After our meal a few of us
that were still present, sat down to listen to our
entertainment, Tom & Denise Gibbore, “Gabby”
Deubler and a guest and a potential new member
Stan Riberg played guitars and harmonicas and
sang. They sounded great! | believe everyone had a

good time!
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Chapter Secretary Rick Deubler, President Jack
Hartzel, Sister McGuire, Dean Morgan, Tom &
Denise Gibbore and Verna Miller and Cathy Keil
On Wednesday December the 5™ we bought and
donated a pickup load of Food to the Rural
Ministries for their “Holiday Food Basket”
program. Rural Ministries is a local food bank.
Also, thanks to Ken Patterson and the Dollar
Bazaar for all of their help and for the $25 gift
certificate they donated.

On Sunday December 9" our Chapter members did
our Annual Christmas Visitation to Oxford
Veterans Home. Gifts were given to all 17 members
that reside there now! 13 of our Members and
Associates attended this year! Our visit made us all
reflect on just how lucky we all are!
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I have been talking to member Vince Trawinski! He
has informed me that he hopes to be able to move
back to Owego in April of 2008! He will be moving
into an apartment right in the Village of Owego. |
hope this happens, Vinnie needs us and we need
him here with us! He has had a cold lately and he
needs to get his butt to a doctor to make sure he
doesn’t get worse!

VA INFORMATION

If you have a VA Disability rating of 10% or more
you are eligible to receive Hearing Aids and Eye
Glasses at the VA Hospital. However, in certain
circumstances you may still be eligible without a
disability rating.

Aid and Attendance Benefit!

The Veterans' Administration offers a Special
Pension with Aid and Attendance (A&A) benefit
that is largely unknown. This Special Pension
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allows for Veterans and surviving spouses who
require the regular attendance of another person to
assist in eating, bathing, dressing, undressing or
taking care of the needs of nature to receive
additional monetary benefits. It also includes
individuals who are blind or a patient in a nursing
home because of mental or physical incapacity.
Assisted care in an assisted living facility also
gualifies. Many families overlook this most
important benefit for Veterans or surviving spouses
who need additional monies to help care for ailing
parents or loved ones. This is a "'pension benefit"
and is not dependent upon service-related injuries
for compensation. Most Veterans who are in need
of assistance qualify for this pension. Aid and
Attendance can help pay for care in the home,
nursing home or assisted living facility. A Veteran
is eligible for up to $1,470 per month, while a
surviving spouse is eligible for up to $945 per
month. A couple is eligible for up to $1,743 per
month*. For more info go to:
http://www1.va.qov/opa/pressrel/docs/aid-and-
attendance.doc

The Tioga County Veterans Service Agency
number is: Director-Jack Howey: 607-687-8227
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On Saturday December 15" Rick Deubler and
I hosted the formation meeting for a new
chapter Veterans of Modern Warfare. VMW is
a Veteran Service organization that VVA
National helped start for all veterans from
August 2, 1990 to the present. Their meeting
went great and we actually had enough
members to start a chapter. We were only
missing a couple of DD-214’s. Their next
meeting will be held on Saturday January 19™
at 12 Noon in a room that VFW 1371 so
graciously provided to them. If you would like
more info about VMW go to:
www.modernveterans.com . These young
Warriors need their own organization! We are
here to make sure that happens!

COMING EVENTS

Our 13™ Annual All Night Catfish Derby will
be on June 7" & 8" this year. So mark it on
your calendar so that you can volunteer to
help! This years Derby may well be our largest
ever due to the massive disqualifications last
year. | sent out a letter explaining about the
disqualifications to all 1800 plus people on our

mailing list. Hopefully, it will help to bring
back contestants that had previously stopped
attending due to “Cheaters™! Their will also be
many amendments and changes to cancel any
and all loopholes in our rules. We will start
going over our rules at our next meeting due to
the fact that we have not scheduled a special
meeting to take care of them! This way at least
we’ll get it done! Time is getting short!
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At our April meeting we will be excepting
nominations for all Chapter officers! So start
thinking about who you want to nominate! We
need some of you other members to step up and
take an office. The same people keep doing
almost everything, that’s what causes people to
get “Burnt Out”! That’s also what makes
chapter’s cease to exist!
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While I have your attention, please start
looking for and signing up new members!
Remember that we are all Vietham Era Veterans,
Some of us served in Nam and some of us didn’t!
We All Served Honorably!!! So don’t let the
Veterans that weren’t in Nam get away! They
need our Camaraderie too!
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Our next meeting will be on January 8" at 7pm
at the Owego VFW Post 1371, Upstairs Hall!
Some of you older members out there might try
attending our meetings again! There are many
new faces and we average from 7 to 12
members every meeting. We have 85 members
now and we are growing fast! | hope to see you
at our next meeting!

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and
Susan and | wish you all a Safe and Happy New
Year!

Chapter Officers
President-Jack Hartzel
Vice President-Ron Traue
Treasurer-Ken Wolf
Secretary-Rick Deubler
VFW Post 1371

www.vva480.0rg
607-821-2912
607-642-5260
570-888-2376
607-687-7531
607-687-1371
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