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2009 Labor Day Nichols Parade

Labor Day Parade in Nichols attracted quite a
crowd. The members in the back row, Jim Park,
CIliff Sherwood, Assoc. Kevin O’Brien, Ron Traue,
Frank Williams, Assoc. Suz McManus, Dean
Morgan, Bob Shuta, Front row, Joe Buttacavoli,
Leroy Spinner and me and Assoc. Susan Hartzel
drove the Polaris and took the picture.

Member John Van Denburg presents our donation
check to Mr. Patricia of ACT. Act is a Group of
churches that feed the hungry every Thursday in
Owego! They are of great service to our
community.

Chapter and Town Council member Dean Morgan
reads a Proclamation from the Town of Owego
stating that November 11 2009 would be Vietnam
Veterans Day!
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We really had a great turnout of Vietnam
Veterans this Veteran’s Day! | assume they
were all present because we were dedicating
our sign!



http://www.vva480.org/
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NEW YORK STATE VIETNAM VETERANS'
MEMORIAL HIGHWAY OF VALOR
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This is our sign and had it not been for a Vietham
Veteran by the name of Judge Lauren Dates, it
never would have happened! It took his hard work
and a lot of help along the way. Thanks to the
Governor of NY for signing it! It was a great event
and went off without a hitch! We had lots of Vets
and their families present and Gold Star Mothers
and families of Vets that Died in Nam. We also had
two Fire Companies from Owego and Candor.
They held up a large American Flag as a back drop
for the dedication! There were three politicians
present and loads of press. Dave Honnick did a
great job planning the event as did Jim Raftis and
Dean Morgan. It was a great day for Vietnam
Veterans everywhere, especially in the State of New
York!

Former SF Capt. Walt Beardslee marches the
Honor Guard into position to give our sign a 21
Guns Salute. Everyone did a great job! | was very
proud to have been a part of the dedication!
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Dave Bensley salutes our Sign as Dean Morgan

blows Taps (sorta). WWII Veteran and VFW
chaplain Dave Dunajecz also salutes.
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On November 23" we donated a van load of food to
the Rural Ministries of Owego. This has become an
annual tradition! The Rural Ministries does great
work! They will be feed many more this year then
last.
UPCOMING EVENTS
December 1% will be our next regular meeting and
2" Annual Christmas Party. There will be a short
meeting and then we will wrap our Oxford Vets
presents. After the presents are wrapped we eat!
The chapter will furnish the meat platter, cheese,
rolls and condiments. Please bring a Dish to Pass!
On December 13" at 8:30 am we will meet at the
VFW and go to Oxford to give our Vets their
presents. Some people will ride in the VFW Van
and some will follow behind in cars. Oxford is a
great experience! It will be a good time and after
Oxford we will go to Denny’s for lunch!
VA INFORMATION
If you have a VA Disability rating of 10% or more
you are eligible to receive Hearing Aids and Eye
Glasses at the VA Hospital. However, in certain
circumstances you may still be eligible without a
disability rating. The Tioga County Veterans
Service Agency number is: 607-687-8227.
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If anyone has a picture from your time in the
service that you’d like in our newsletter. E-mail it
to me or give it to me at a meeting, along with a
little info and I will insert it into our newsletter!
While | have your attention, please start looking for
and signing up new members! Remember, we are all
Vietnam Era Veterans, Some of us served in Nam
and some of us didn’t! We All Served Honorably! So
don’t let the Veterans that weren’t in Nam get away!
They need our Camaraderie and we need their
membership. Sign Them Up! | want our Chapter to
have 100 members before I die!

Chapter Officers

President-Jack Hartzel 607-821-2912
Vice President-Rick Deubler  607-759-5717
Sec /Treas-Henry Murphy 570-888-7390
VFW Post 1371 607-687-137




